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July 1, 1958 REPGRT OF THE KONTANA STATE LIBRARY EXTENSION COMMISSION 


Montana endad Its second fiscal year undccr tho Library Services Act on 
July Ist, 1958. Tho State Agoncy Is pleased to present the following stimulate 
Ing report of progress: 

72,16% people In nine countios now havo county wida Hbrary service tn 

areas where no such sy3tom cxisted prior to the beglnaing of the 
Stato Plan uncer the Library Services Act. Those countics are: 
Custer, Devcon, Patroleun, Pondera, Ravalli, Laka, Granita, Minera: 
and Powell. 

Four counties with sone library service from established county Tib- 
raries are now recelving greatly improved and extended service. 
Population figures In these four counties total 77,752, These 
counties are Missoula, Mineral, Libby and Flathoad. 

Two book:oblles are In operation In tho two existing federations of ibe 
rarles and ara giving excallent service to the rural areas, Mont= 
ana's booknobl les purchased under the Plan were the first in tho 
nation to got roliing. 

State-wids services from the Comission heave beon Increased to a considor 

able dogrcea. 

The prabica of adequate housing for the State Agency was resolved In 
December, 1957, Headquarters were moved from the two small crowd- 
ed rooms In one of the temporary bulidings on the Montans State 
University campus to tho present spacious cuarters at South Ave. and 
Middlesex In Missoula. Necessary furniture and equipment was pure 
chased In tha preceding year so funds have been freed to provide 
personnal to Implanent the program and to Increase the book colicc= 


tlon to some degree, Demand far axceads the supply, however, and 


i 


futuro plans must provide a large amount to satisfy this need, 

29,299 books were circulated fron Headguarters to ilbraries, schools and 
Individuals, an Increase of 39% over the previous year. Circulation 
records shaving use In the schools and small Wibraries aro not aval l= 
abie so It Is only possible to report with accuracy on the number 
sen: out during tho year. 

the Commission staff traveled 15,980 miles within the state, making 93 
visits to public librarios. 50 of these wore Initial visits, 20 
Included conforences with the ilbrary boards or the county comnis- 
stoners who serve as tho Board. jn 13, conferences ware hold with 
Vibrary friends. Oa 4 occasions, halp was given oxtensively with 
weeding. Four mending clintcs were held during these visits. 

At the request of the Board, tha Comalission staff visited three of the 
State Institution libraries: The School for the Deaf and Bilnd, 
Stute Hospital at Gatien and the Orzhons Homa at Twin Bridges. Ad- 
vica end counsel was given on improved services. Since July Ist, a 
visit was msdo to the State Prison Library aad a report given in the 
LegIisiative Council, 

Five general workshoos and probicm clinics wero hold during the year, 
plus two that wore a part of the Montana State Library Association 
program at Billings: onc on bookmobile service and one for library 
trustees. 

A total of nino talks on Montana's plon under the Library Serviees Act 
wera given to Interested local groups. At state mastings, tha 
Commission was represented at tho Montana Fedoration of Wesca's 
Clubs, tne Montena Institute of the Arts, P.7eA. Councli, Hone Domore 


stration Council, Family Life Conference, 4-H Leadars Conference, 
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Moatana Academy of Arts and Sciences and two moatings of the Associae 
Slon of Student Libvarions. Prograa time was allowed the Comission 
vopresontative et most of these mootings. 

Gut of state trips were mada to Chicago for ALA. Midwintar, to Socccie 
Soy both the P.NO.S. Sosrd of Managera and the PMLA. Library 
Dovolomaant projoct. 

Talesyeons prograus oa libvary sarvico have been provided by tho loan of 
eho fins: Books for All, Tha Magic Nwaber and The Inprossionable 

Yaars. Whon possible, those wore accompanied by exhibits, presente 
ing graphically tha services of tha Stato Agercy and pointing up 
pattaras of cooperation. 

A display of books by Hontana Authors fs on loan at tha Commission and Is 
fa wide uses tho Traveling Exhibic of Childrens Sooks Is a continue 
tg service, borracd tact yaar for 15 locailtios; two scrapboois, 
wall posters and a variety of cubibic material have bean sent out 


Geer a wids territory on many occasions. 


MONTAUA LEBASRIES, tha quarterly publication of the State Agency hes been 


Increased fran 350 copies par Issue to 1,590. Starting in June, 

letters te cach public ilovartan avo naz bolag sent to suppiement the 

information Im the quarscrly. One lotter was written to al} school 

Mobrarlons ond wll] bo rosuaed cach month In the Fall. 2,500 copies 

oF Questions aad Ancwors on the Library Services Act In Montana have 

woon ceopiled. A printed houdbook for Library Trustees has had wics 
istribution and an up to cate dizcctory of lbravioes end tibrarions 
3 been broadened to include ali school HMbraries. 

Roading lists tnctuce ar 
Scoks about Montane ov Ly Montenons, 1957 
Books about Hontena or by Montensns, 1958 


* 
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Rocommondsd reading for PTA. 
Reference jist on Storics for Story Tellifag Museua Techniques (prc- 
pared for the M.J.A. History Workshop) 

la preparation are lists for ali Home Domenstration Clubs and another for 
monbers of the Montena Institute of the Arts. 

Thousands of mimeographed reieases have gone out this past year, In coopce= 
ation with Mr. Miles, Chairman of National Library Wook, Mrs. Groybill, 
Chairman for Montana for A.A.L.T., Hows Demonstration Ciubs, Hontana 
Fedsration of Wonuca's Clubs, Friends of the Llbrary, Montana Library 
Assoctation, Montana Institute of the Arts and the State Department 
of Public lastruction. Besides resuiar releases to all radio sta= 
tlons and newspapers, articies havs appeared in oach issue of the 
Kontena Parent Teecher and in two issucs of Montana Education. 

$2,609 has been spent for films for the state flim circuit which will 
etart service in September, 1958, with Great Fails as a conter. 

A Photoccpy machine has been picced In the Missoula Public Library and 
ilsts of tha holdings in parlodicals hss bsen sent to every Iibrary 
in the stete. Photocopies of any magazine articies In the Missoula 
collection are avallabie to every library on request. 

The Comiisston has Secoma a "book bank!’ for the state. Buplicate coples 
of gift bovks end withdrawals { good condition are now sent to head 
quarters. At intervais, iists of these beoks will be sont to the 
‘Ibrorics so that selection can bo mada for replacements. 

tiot oniy 's there a gratifying interast tn tha state In Improving library 
service (61 written requests for acvico and counse) and more Invita= 
tlons to visit than time wil) porait, besldes the expression of In- 


terest on every visit that hes beon made) but there are concrete 
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stops toward oxtension of services. The Carmogle Librsry in Miles 
City and the Glendive Public Library both have contracts with the 
county to extend service to al? rural residents. A contract bo- 
tween the Great Fails Library with Conrad and Pondora County Is 
no a reasilty. 

Two federations of libraries are now tn existence, with four additlonai 
areas In the planning stage. Milos City and the sevon surrounding counties 
will ba next tn tha plan. 

in ths NORTHWEST KONTANA FESERATION OF LIBRARIES, two counties with four 
libraries have Joined together In a plan of cooperation: The Carnegie Public 
Ltorary and tho Flathead County Library In Kallspeti; the Whitefish Public 
Library = afi three In Flathead County and the Lincoin County Library at Libby. 
Mrs. Robert Horrig is coordinator, with Libby as Headquarters for the Federa= 
tion. 

Clreulation records have tripled this past year Im Northwest Montana, ac= 

cording to inez Horrig's roport. Cooperative ordering, processing 


and cataloging has besn dona on a total of over 10,009 books. These 


wera purchased by both lecal end foderal funds and processed by the 
coordinator at Libby, Reguiar mcetings are held for the purpose of 
book selection and an exchsage of [deas. These are of Inmense value 
to tha participating libraries, according to the reports of the Iib-= 
rarlans. 

Mildred Grawe, Flathead County Libraricn, says "the yoar of Fedoral ald 
hos been of great benefle to us In mony ways, first of ali In ine 
creased circulation and reading. Many curs} erea children were In= 
troduced to Hbrary books, fhe moJority of the children had novar 


sccn a bookmoblle, so wore very much Interested. At the end of the 
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school year wo had quite a nunber of isttars from childzen thanking 
us for the use of books and the bookmobile. One parent said "it's 
boon the bast thing that ever hansaned to this towe!!' 

"In tha sumer when the bookmobile arrives, tha chiidran cun ta fren ali 
directions. One day wa got lost In the woods and the fanaliy iiving 
at the end of the road haiped us get turnad around - then the six 
chlidran from this familly sot excited about tha books and hava’ been 
regular library patrons evor since. 

“tn material ways wo have bean helped too by tha acquisition of much 
noeded bookcases, 3 tn ati. Also a fine charging desk which ree 
niaced an ordinary offices dask, nw betag used by the librarian. A 
four drawer pamphiot fila is a graat help. 

"Qur Branch Library ti Coluabla Falls meodad a now roof and we were pore 
raltted to have that, since our own supply of funds had rum out. 

Saving tha books arrive processed mak7s all the difforenca to us hore. 
Wo acw have tims to giva our patrons a great deal of personal ate 
tention; tima for caraful book collection - Time, In fact to give 
good brary servica to atl." 

From the Carnegie City Library In Kstispell, Jean Sturdivant writes, 
"Thais library was badly ia need of a roma in which the children's 
Story hour could be conducted and also space where moatings could 
ba neld = Library Board MsetIings, Federation meatings, etc. So 
the Fedoral funds fulfilled a great mneoad here and enabled us to ex= 
ecuts plons watca ft probably would have taken yaars of planaing 
and saving to achiova, 

“This activities room will also provida a moatiag placa for a fon small 


outside groups. These will have to ba Ualted however, as tha room 
i] 
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is to be primarily for Tibrery activities, and will iso 
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sn overfion roading room curtag the busy winter moutns. 

“Tho foderal funds pald for che romodsiing and furnishing of the roon and 
for stora windows. The roun has nas been in use about § months. In 
tho future, 1¢ fs hoped, there will be regular Girl Scout activities 
taking places there cs wall es those of other organizations." 

The Waltofish Library moved to attractive new quarters this past year. 
Habel Engolter, librarians says "Tho opportunity for Whitefish to bo 

a part of the Northwoot Mostaria Fedsration of Libvarics bas been an 
ongwer to ag prayer. Furniture, cquipment, cudicevisuai alds were pro- 
vided for us that we could not pocsibly have had othenvise. 

"“Anothsy particularly beneficial service Ic the centrallzad processing of 


books. Unthi a month aco, the entire staff consisted of theo’ ong lib 


rorten. The cavings effected by larger discounts with cooperative 
borrowing and tha tims saved by having the books errive ready for 


circulation, koip us move then 7 can say. 

“My personal fealing Is that tho Whitefish Public Library has advanced 
twenty years by the prograuunder the Library Services Act. ia tne 
short tims we have been in our new quarters, circulation has shown 


a 74% Increase in comparison wits the same period a yoar ago. The 


childven particularly seem to have the doors of a whole new world 
open to thea, The entire comunity Is proud of our fine plant and 
our good service. All of us In Whitefish ora deeply grateful." 
The FIVE VALLEYS FEDERATION laciudes seven counties: Missoula, Mineral, 
Ravalli, Sendaoxs, Lake, Granite, and Pewell. 
Evelyn Swant, Librarian of the Missoula City-County Library and Coordina- 


tor of Fives Valleys, reports “Benefits to the existing iibraries ard 
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urround]ng rucal areas aro very great Indeed in this fedsra= 


"Book collections of tha Hasiltca, Barby, Miners] County and Thompson Falis 
Libraries heve boon weeded and recatalojed during fiscal, 1958, 
Tho referenca collections of al} of the ilbraries have beon surveyed end 


need 


urchasead so that each library new has the bagic raference 
Pp 
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books of factual and biegrapaical information. 

NEquipmont noeds wore surveysd end purchases mada so each Tibrary now has 
tho necessary equlpment to operate efficientiy. 

“Baliding noeds and repairs ware mada where local fuads were not aval lable. 

"Meetings uadsr the sponsorship of S.L.E.C. for Vibrarians, trustees and 
Interestad friends hava boon held at Intervals for the discussion of 
noads, library problems, book ordering and uso of reference boosk. 

‘in August 1957, a technical processsag canter was set up at Comission 
Headquarters and since that tims tooks purchased by tho cooperating 
libsarles hava been dallvered processed and with catalog cards - ready 
foe the shalvas. Considerable saving to each library has boen effact= 
ed by tha additional discount made possible by cooperative buying. A 
total of 7491 baoks, purchased with federal, state and local funds have 
been ordorod, processed and cataloged during fiscal 1958. 

‘The bookmoblic Is 3 most wsicuno service. Since July i, 1957, the unit 
has traveled 21,626 miles and has circulated a total of 25,458 to 
3,409 afamtiles. Aa excellent publicity program with posters, news 


eases to radio and newspapers bas dono much to pepulariza this 


"Both Fedarations have tastituted tha usa of courtesy cards so that eny 


sorrawer of any of the participating }ibvarios may use the services 
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of the other Tihbrartes when ke Jo In that community." 
Cooperation fs the very essence of the pregram tn Montana and the above reo 


port gives fine ovidence of the Imarossive results of Joint effort. 


APPROPRIATIONS 


The apsropriation approved by the Legislative Assembly in 1957 
and signed by the Governor totalled $62,346 for the bicnaiua. The 


fund wes allocated as follows: 


Salary and Wages $35,689.09 
Soctal Security 8590.08 
PeEeReSe +, 245.09 
Services to the Blind 7,200.98 
Ropalrs and Repiacements 165.09 
Cperation §,070.08 


Capital Outlay 8,609.09 
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